
52nd Smethwick International
Exhibition of Photography

FIAP Patronage PAGB Patronage
2026/318 2027-007

GPU Patronage
L260072

The Exhibition of Prints and Projected Digital Images will be held at the
UK FIAP EXHIBITION CENTRE

TheOldSchoolHouse,Churchbridge,Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 2AS,UK

2nd to 10th January 2027
ENTER ELECTRONICALLY ONLINE via:

http://smethwickinternational.com
By entering this exhibition, you automatically agree to receive notifications
of future exhibitions.

Software Provider: Photocompsoftware.com

All enquiriesshouldbe addressed to the Chairman:

Roger Parry ARPS, EFIAP, ESFIAP, MPAGB, HonPAGB,

25 Wentworth Park Avenue, Harborne, Birmingham, B17 9QY, United Kingdom

e-mail; Chairman@smethwickinternational.com

The Exhibition consists of SIX (6) sections:
Colour Prints, Mono Prints, Nature Prints, Digital Colour, Digital Mono, Digital Nature

with up to FOUR (4) entries allowed in each section.

With a total of 200 Medals and Ribbons will be Awarded
EACH ENTRANT WILL RECEIVE AN ONLINE DIGITAL CATALOGUE

PLUS EACH UK ENTRANTWILL RECEIVE A FULLY LLUSTRATED
PRINTED COLOUR A4 CATLOGUE

SIX SECTIONS

Open Mono Prints, Open Colour Prints Nature Prints.

Open Mono Digital, Open Colour Digital, Nature Digital (ND)



.
ENTRY FEES (per entrant per section)
UK Overseas

1 Section £14 (GBP)
Each additional section £3 (GBP)

Includes Printed Catalogue

1 Section £14 (GBP)
Each additional section £3 (GBP)

Optional Printed Catalogue Available
For £10 Includes Postage

PRINT ENTRIES: If you have elected to have your prints returned to you, return postage MUST
BE ADDED as follows:

UK Flat Fee £7 PLUS 25p for EACH mounted print. 10p for each un-mounted print
Overseas Flat Fee £9 PLUS 25p for EACH mounted print. 10p for each un-mounted print

COMPLETE THE ONLINE ENTRY FORMS AND MAKE PAYMENT ELECTRONICALLY

PAYMENT CAN BE MADE ONLINE USING CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS THROUGH
PAYPAL (PayPal account not required).

ALL ENTRANTS WILL RECEIVE AN ONLINE DIGITAL CATALOGUE
PLUS EACH UK ENTRANT WILL RECEIVE A FULLY ILLUSTRATED
COLOUR A4 CATLOGUE.

ENTRIES WITHOUT THE CORRECT FEES WILL NOT BE JUDGED
AND NO CATALOGUE WILL BE SENT.

EXHIBITION CALENDAR

Closing Date 26th October 2026
Judging 6th to 8th November 2026
Notifications sent by: 14th November 2026
FIAP Report Submitted 19th December 2026
Exhibition Opens on 2nd January 2027
Awards Mailed 22nd January 2027
On-Line Gallery -Posted 11th January 2027
Catalogues Mailed 23nd January 2027

JUDGES
Rod Wheelans MPAGB, MFIAP, FRPS,FBPE, EFIAP, Hon PAGB, Hon SPF
Mike Sharples, MPAGB, MFIAP, ARPS, FBPE, EFIAP
Anne Greiner, MPAGB



AWARDS

MEDALS FIAP GPU PAGB SPS

OPEN MONO
PRINTS (PPD-M)

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
3 Si9lver

OPEN COLOUR
PRINTS (PPD-C)

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
3 Si9lver

NATURE
PRINTS (ND)

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
3 Si9lver

OPEN MONO
(PID-M)

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver 1 Gold

3 Si9lver

OPEN
COLOUR
(PID-C)

1 Gold

1 Silver

1 Gold

1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver 1 Gold

3 Silver

NATURE
DIGITAL (ND)

1 Gold

1 Silver

1 Gold

1 Silver

1 Gold
1 Silver

1 Gold
3 Si9lver

In addition, there will be a total of over 140 Ribbons.

CONDITIONSOFENTRYALLSECTIONS

IMAGEANDENTRYREQUIREMENTS: Thisexhibition isopento anyone; however, anentry may
be rejected when theSponsoror theExhibitionOrganizers,in their reasonablediscretion, believes
the entry doesnot conformtoexhibitionrules.Membership in anyphotographicorganizationis
not required.
Entries will notbeaccepted fromanyentrant who ison theFIAPPenaltiesListforEthics
Violation. Entry fees are not refundable in these circumstances.

Imagecreation andownership
In all sectionsof the exhibition, imagesmustoriginate asphotographsmadeby the
entrant. Theymaynot incorporate identifiable imagesproducedbyanyoneelse (for example:clip
art, replacement skies,or stockimages). Imagescreated inwholeor inpart byimagecreation
software (frequentlycalledʻAI̓ images)arenotallowed. .

Reproduction:Theentrant permits the sponsorsto reproduce all or part of the entered material
free of chargeforpublicationand/ordisplay inmediarelated to the exhibition.Thismay include
low resolutionpostingonawebsite.
Entries will not beacceptedfromentrantswho indicate that their imagesmaynotbe reproduced
inmaterials related to the exhibition. Theexhibitionassumesnoliability for anymisuseof
copyright

Re-useofacceptedimages:Any imagethat hasbeen accepted inthis exhibition, past orpresent,
maynot beentered again in this exhibition butmustalwayshavethesametitle. Re-titlingin
another languageisnotallowed.

Entry:AnEntry consistsof, up toand including,four (4) imagesentered byasingleentrant into
the sameSection.Anentrantmayonly enter a specific Sectiononce.Entrantsmaynot enter



identical or similar imagesinto the samesectionordifferent sectionsof the sameexhibition.
Similar isdefinedasalmost identical in subject, composition,props,lighting,or techniqueso that
a reasonablepersonviewing theentries togetherwoulddecide theentrant hasduplicated the
previous imageexcept forminorchanges.

Titles: Each imagemusthave auniquetitle that relates to the content of the image.Thatunique
title mustbeusedfor entry of that imageorof anidentical Imageinto anyandall FIAP-
Recognizedexhibitions.Titlesmustbe35characters or fewer. No titles maybevisible to the
judges,andnothing in the imagemayidentify the entrant. Titlesmaynot include file extensions
suchas .jpgor .jpeg (or anyother cameracapture filenamessuchas IMG 471).Titlesmaynot
consistofpersonal identifiers possiblyaugmentedbyanumber;or includewordssuchas
“untitled” or “no title”. Titlesmaynot consistsolely ofnumbersunlessthosenumbersare
prominently containedwithin the image,suchasacontestantnumberina race.

ColorandMonochrome:
ColorandMonochromeimagesfromthesamecapture that share substantial pictorial content in
commonwill beconsidered the sameimageandmustbegiven thesametitle.

ENTRIES AND IMAGE SIZE
Digital Files
All entries must be made online through the entry system on the website

www.smethwickinternational.com

Projected Digital Images: Three Sections:
Open Colour, Open Mono, Nature,

Up to four Images may be submitted in each section.

• Images must be in JPEG format with preferred Colour Space sRGB.

• Images will be judged by Projection on a Canon Exceed Projector. Native resolution
1900x1200.

• Required image size: Maximum 1600 pixels horizontal and/or 1200 pixels vertical.

• Image File Name: The online entry system does not require you to change an images
filename.

• Image Title: The title must be as you would wish it to appear in the catalogue therefore no
other information, special characters or separators should be included in the Title Window.

• Our projection background is black please DO NOT fill empty space or add large borders.

Prints: Three (3) Sections:
Colour – Monochrome & Nature

Up to four prints, maximum size - 50cm x 40cm, (20”x16”) may be entered in each section.

• Prints can be submitted either un-mounted or mounted (Overseas prints should be sent
un-mounted).

• The entrants’ name and print title should be on the back of each print.

• Entrants must tick the relevant disposal box on the online entry system (Forward. Mail
Collect or Destroy).

A Digital File of all prints must be uploaded with the print title.



Thetitle on thebacksofprintsmustmatchthe titles on theEntry Form.
Onlypressuresensitive (self-adhesive) labelsmaybeusedon thebackofunmountedprints.
All prints shouldcarry theAuthorsnameandatitle.
Afull identity labelwill beproducedandattachedby the software at the print un-packing.
.

ORGANISATION

TheExhibitionwill be conductedinaccordancewith the rulesof FIAP
Anentrant̓ s imageswill notbepresented to the judgesconsecutively. Anentrant̓ s four
imageswill bedistributed throughoutfour roundsof judgingin that section. Thedistribution
of imageswill be in thesameroundorder as submittedby theentrant. Atnostagewill a judge
beable to viewall the entrant̓ s imagestogether.

JUDGING METHOD

Judging will be conducted on site by the jury viewing the images together and marking using
electronic means. Digital images will be projected using a fully calibrated Epson Laser projector
Resolution 1900x1200 at 100% of their image resolution. Prints will be judged on an illuminated
colour corrected print stand.

Target Acceptance Range 30%

DATAPROTECTION
By entering this exhibition, youare explicitly consentingto the personaldetails youhavesupplied,
including physical addresses, email addresses being held, processed and used by the exhibition
organizers for purposes associated with this exhibition. You also explicitly consent to such
information being sent to organizations that have accorded official recognition, patronage or
accreditation to thisexhibition.Youacknowledge,agreeandaccept thatbyentering thisexhibition,
yourparticipation statuswhich includesyour first and lastname,nameof thecountryusedduring
registration at theexhibition,numberof sectionsentered, andnumberofphotosentered in those
sections will be madepublic in a published status list and that the results of your entry shall be
made public in exhibition gallery, exhibition catalog. You also agree and accept the policies
regardingnon-complianceto the Rulesof the FIAP

SUBJECTMATTERANDSECTIONDEFINITIONS

Statement onSubjectMatter -applicabletoall sections

The fundamental rule that mustbeobservedat all timesandappliestoall sectionsoffered in
exhibitionswith FIAP recognition is that thewelfareoflivingcreaturesismoreimportantthan
anyphotograph.Thismeans thatpractices suchasbaitingofsubjectswith a livingcreature and
removalofbirds fromnests, for thepurposeofobtainingaphotograph,arehighlyunethical, and
suchphotographsare not allowed inanyexhibitionwith PSArecognition. Under no
circumstancesmaya livingcreature beplacedin a situationwhere it will bekilled, injuredor
stressed for the purposeofobtainingaphotograph.Imagesthat show live creatures beingfed to
captive animals,birdsor reptiles arenotpermitted under anycircumstances.

Thereare also concernsabout theuseofaerial photography,drones,helicopters, low flying
aircraft. Theseshouldnot causeany interference with other individualsor animalswhichcausesa
disturbancein their normalactivity or disruptthewayany individualsor animalsinteract with
their environment.



FIAPdefinition ofMonochrome
Ablackandwhite work fitting fromthe verydarkgrey(black) to the very clear grey(white) isa
monochromeworkwith thevariousshadesofgrey.Ablackandwhite work tonedentirely ina
singlecolourwill remainamonochromeworkable to stand in theblackandwhite category; such
aworkcanbe reproducedinblackandwhite in thecatalogueofa salonunderFIAP Patronage. On
the otherhandablackandwhite workmodifiedbyapartial toningorby theadditionofone
colourbecomesacolourwork (polychrome) to stand in thecolour category; suchawork requires
colour reproduction inthe catalogueof a salonunder FIAPPatronage

FIAP Nature definition
ContentGuidelines
Naturephotographyrecordsall branchesofnatural history exceptanthropologyandarchaeology.This
includesall aspectsof thephysicalworld, bothoverwater andunderwater.
Nature imagesmustconvey the truth of thescene.Awell-informedpersonshouldbeable to identify the
subjectof the imageandbesatisfied that it hasbeenpresentedhonestly andthat nounethical practices
havebeenusedto control the subject or capture the image.Imagesthat directly or indirectly showany
humanactivity threateningalivingorganism'slife orwelfare arenot allowed.
Themostimportantpart of aNature imageis thenature story it tells. Hightechnical standardsare
expected,and the imagemustlooknatural.
• Objectscreated byhumans,andevidenceofhumanactivity, are allowed inNature imagesonly
whenthey are anecessarypart of theNature story.
• Photographsofhuman-createdhybridplants, cultivated plants, feral animals, domesticated
animals,human-createdhybridanimals, andmountedorpreserved zoologicalspecimensarenot allowed.
• Photographsmadewhere thescene isnatural and theanimal isunharmedinacarefully managed
environment, suchasZoo,rescuecentres, andethically managednatural environment farmsare
permitted.
• Attractingor controllingsubjects throughtheuseof foodorsoundfor the purposeof
photographingthemisnotallowed. Maintained situationssuchasprovidedsupplementalfooddueto
hardshipcausedbyweather conditionsorother conditionsbeyondtheanimals' control, where
photographyis incidental to the feedingof theanimaldoesnot fall under thisprovision.
• Controllinglive subjectsby chilling,anaesthetic, or anyothermethodof restrictingnatural
movementfor aphotographisnot allowed.
• Human-madeelementsshallbepermitted under the following circumstances:

a)When theyare an integral part of thenature story, suchasasongbirdsingingatopa fenceposta
manmadeobject usedasnestmaterial, or aweather phenomenondestroyingaman-madestructure.
b)When they are a smallbut unavoidablepart of the scene,suchasanunobtrusivefootprint or track in
the background.
c) Scientific tags,collars, andbandsare specifically allowed.
When photographingat a zoo,sanctuary, orrehabilitation centre, it wouldbeconstruedthat the
photographerensuredthat it̓ s properly accreditedandconformstobestpractices.

Allowedediting techniques:
● Cropping,straighteningandperspective correction.
● Removal or correction of elementsaddedby thecameraor lens, suchasdustspots,noise,
chromatic aberrationand lensdistortion.



● Global andselective adjustmentssuchasbrightness,hue, saturation andcontrast to
restore the appearanceof theoriginalscene.

● Completeconversionofcolor imagestograyscalemonochrome.
● Blendingofmultiple imagesof thesamesubject andcombiningthemincameraorwith
software (exposureblendingor focusstacking);

● Imagestitching– combiningmultiple imageswith overlappingfieldsof view that are taken
consecutively (panoramas);

Editingtechniquesthat arenotallowed:
● Removing,addingto,movingorchanginganypart ofan image,except forcroppingand
straightening.

● Addingavignette duringprocessing.
● Blurringpartsof the imageduringprocessingtohideelements in the original scene.
● Darkeningpartsof the imageduringprocessinghideelements in the original scene.
● All conversionsother than to completegrayscalemonochrome.
● Conversionofpartsof animagetomonochrome,orpartial toning,desaturationorover-
saturationof color

BreachesofRules
FIAP:
Themention that by thesoleact of submittinghis/herimagesor files toasalonunderFIAP
Patronage, the entrant acceptswithout exceptionandwithnoobjection the followingterms: -
that the submittedimagescanbeinvestigatedbyFIAP toestablish if theseobey toFIAP
regulationsanddefinitionseven if theentrant isnot amemberof FIAP, -that FIAPwill useany
meansat its disposalfor thisundertaking,-that any refusal to cooperate with FIAPor any
refusal to submittheoriginal files ascapturedbythe camera, or failure toprovide sufficient
evidence, will be sanctionedbyFIAP, -that in caseofsanctionsfollowing thenoncompliance
with FIAP regulations,thenameof the entrant will be released in any formusefulto inform the
breachesof the rules. It is recommendedto leave the EXIFdata in the submittedfiles intact in
order to ease eventual investigations.If, at any time, it is determinedin the reasonable
discretion of the exhibitionorganizeror the judgesbefore, during,or after the judgingofan
exhibition that anentrant hassubmittedentries where oneormore imagesmayfail to comply
with theseConditionsof Entry, includingthestated definitions, the exhibitionorganizers
reserve the right todelete theentry fromtheexhibitionandvoid anyorall acceptancesor
awards in connectionwith theexhibition. Feesmaybe forfeited or refunded in these
circumstances.Theentrant acknowledgesthat thedecisionof the exhibitionorganizersor the
judgesis final


